Origami Symbols Key

Mountain Fold

Valley Fold

Crease Line

Fold in front

N Repeat behind
Fold behind

3> pushorpul Fold and unfold

({5 Blow air fo inflate

Turn paper over




Origami Techniques

Recognizing Symbols
By making this simple flower bud you will learn how fo recognize the following origami dia-
gram symbols:

= Valley fold e Fold and unfold arrow
* Mounfain fold e Fold in front arrow
e Follow this spof * Fold behind arrow
* Rotate symbol




Pracficing Neaf Folding

Neafness is important when
you are folding. This simple
exercise will help you
practice matching edges—
a straightforward rask but

a common problem for
many beginners who do
not realize how imporrant
it will become lafer on.

3. Fold the kite
base in half, from
. leff side ro right.
This is a good
way ro checls for
neafness. Do all
of the edges
match? Are the
comers neat?

2. Fold the rwo borforn edges to

- meef af the aease o the center.
For neatness, fold only one side

. afafime. Leave approximarely
a one-millimeter gap berween
the two folded flap edges (ro

. facilirare the fold In sfep 3), bur
be sure thar the edges of the
paper align with the crease
exactly befare you press the
paper flat. This shape is often

- called the “kite base.” Many =
origami designs begin from this
basic shape. -

1. Begin with a square of paper.
plain side up if you are using
origami paper. Fold it in half,
corner fo comer, and then unfold.
Be sure fo march the corners and
the edges of the square carefully
before you press the paper flaf 1o
“commit” the crease.

i How did you do? If your shape
| s not very goed, fry fo figure our
| whar went wrong. Perhaps your
| paper is the problem. Check fo
| see if it is really square. If the

| paper is square, perhaps your

| first fold, from srep 1, was done
| poorly—every fold counts! Try

| again. Practice will help you

i improve your basic folding skills.
{ Teaching others what you have
| learned will improve these skills,
! too.

4. Make several
of these and use
them to practice
_inside-reverse
folding, as
explained in
the next section,
where you will
make an
origami duck!




Learning the Inside-Reverse Fold

In this section you will practice the inside-reverse fold. This is an important origami fechnique
that, with a litfle practice, will allow you fo complete many origami designs. The inside-reverse
fold is most often used fo malke bends in the paper for the joints of the limbs, neck and head
of an origami animal.




